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The irrepressible Lawson Wood

Sandy McPherson and the team from Musselburgh SAC

Conference

AFTER TWO successful years in Oban it
was a big decision to move the confer-
ence to a new venue in Eyemouth.
However Oban High School was getting
a little cramped and we were approached
by the Berwickshire Dive Tourist Associa-
tion (BTDA) who offered to come aboard
as partners and run the conference as a
joint venture.

The BDTA is a group made up of dive
shops, boat charters, local B&Bs and
hotels, who with the backing of Scottish
Enterprise aim to raise the profile of St
Abbs and Eyemouth as a diving destina-
tion. Sandy McPherson of Musselburgh
branch agreed to take on the organiser’s
role and with the help of the BDTA in the
form of Penny Dutton and lan Easing-
ham, put together a varied and interest-
ing programme of speakers and a ceiidh
at night.

On the day most of Sandy’s branch
answered a call for help and they did a
sterling job of keeping everything run-
ning smoothly. The conference kicked off
with a welcome from ScotSAC Chairman
Andy Murray followed by a short ad-
dress from Liza Cole giving us the back-
ground to the formation of the voluntary
marine reserve and its first 25 years. Liza
handed over to Lawson Wood, one of the
founders of the reserve, who gave us a
stunning audio-visual presentation based
on the reserve. Delegates could then
choose from many different breakout
rooms with subjects as diverse as health,
archaeology, photography, Photoshop,
RNLLI, search and rescue, wrecks and
many more.

This format seems very popular
although choices have to be made as it is

not always possible to attend everything
you want to see. Back in the assembly
hall we learned from Mike Clark about
new wrecks found off Eyemouth in

the last couple of years (not all of them
beyond the reach of air divers). This was
followed by a fascinating presentation
from Dr Cali-Corleo from Divers Alert
Network (DAN) Europe and all the way
from Malta for the conference. He has
been carrying out research into the health
of, shall we say, mature divers (over 50s)
and had much useful advice to keep us
diving into our 80s.

Rod McDonald was equally fascinat-
ing talking about his favourite wrecks
especially those in Scapa Flow. After
another session in the breakout rooms,
Lawson gave us a presentation which
complemented Rod’s perfectly. Lawson
has always been the master of the audio-
visual and this celebration of Scapa was
breathtaking and without taking any-
thing from any of the other speakers was,
for me anyway, the highlight of the day.

However it was followed by Paul
Haynes giving us a history of rebreath-
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ers and their uses in a military context.
At the beginning Paul presented his CV
which must have been wrong; he looks
far too young to have done all that! In-
teresting as it was | don’t think he made
many converts with the stories of the
early rebreathers and just how primitive
they were compared to the sophisticated
machines made by his company today.

Thanks to all who entered the photo
competition sponsored by Don’s Dive
Store and Triton Charters Scapa Flow.
From an impressive entry the three win-
ners were, Alison Fuller-Shapcott (wide-
angle) George Steadman (close-up) and
Peter Beardsley (non diving).

Thanks to Sandy MacPherson and his
team from Musselburgh branch and to
Penny and lan from Berwickshire Dive
Tourism Association (BDTA) for the
organisation, and to all our sponsors
including Northern Diver for donating a
made to measure drysuit, AP Valves for
the Nexus dive computer, Otter Wa-
tersports for the voucher and Olympic
Holidays for 5 vouchers worth £100.

Hope to see you all next year!
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Suunto’s

ONCE AGAIN, ScotSAC has great
pleasure in announcing the recipients of
the Suunto awards. The awards were
launched in 2008 after ScotSAC was
approached by John Sinclair general
manager of Suunto UK with a proposal
to present six Suunto D6 computers to
branch members who, in the opinion of
their fellow branch members, have made
a significant contribution to the branch
and helped promote diving in general.

Suunto was one of the first companies
to produce computers for diving and has
always been at the forefront of computer
technology. They have introduced many
innovations such as mandatory safety
stops and their computers give the user
personal options to introduce a more con-
servative algorithm. However all these
innovations have diver safety in mind.

This year there were 11 submissions
and the selection panel had a difficult job
deciding on who the recipients would be.
All entrants would have been worthy of
the award and those who were unsuc-
cessful this year can be nominated by
their branch next year. Suunto has very
kindly agreed to sponsor the award for a
third year and ScotSAC are proud and de-
lighted to have Suunto recognise our hard
working dedicated members. Details of
how to enter wil be posted on the website
and in SCOTTISH DIVER magazine early
next year. Members of the Board and
NDC are not eligible for the award.

Here are this year’s winners with a
short extract from their branch submis-
sion:

Craig Robertson - Perth Branch

Craig has held Perth Sub Aqua Club
together through changing times. He is
always enthusiastic and this transfers to
the members of the club. Not only in-
volved in the training and planning dives
he has been a major force behind the
club’s fundraising events this year and
also organised the club’s 45th anniversary
‘do’ at the end of last year.

Alistair Reid - Kilmarnock Branch
After completion of his Sport Diver quali-
fication Alistiar volunteered to become
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Craig Robertson; James Anthony & Dorothy Kisielewski

equipment officer. His next position

was secretary and he has continued to
do an excellent job. His enthusiasm for
diving, winter or summer, and especially
training new members has (if anything)
become greater. Alistair is the guy who
holds the summer barbeques at his home
so that: “The lads and lasses can have a
get together.” He keeps the RIB at his
home and maintains it and any other
piece of kit that needs attention. He
never misses an opportunity to put up
posters to attract new members, he is a
credit to Scottish diving.

Pepijn Van de Ven - Limerick Univ. Branch
Pep is always involved in our club’s
activities. From attending the UL Clubs
and Societies meetings every fortnight
to servicing regs, he relentlessly gives
up his spare time to ensure our branch
of ScotSAC continues to thrive. This has
amounted in ULSAC being voted among
our peers as University of Limerick Club
of the Year 2008/2009; no mean feat
when there are 33 other clubs active on
campus vying for this prestigious title.

James Anthony - West Lothian Branch
Time and again James sacrifices his own
diving in order to lead a nervous new-
comer on their first tentative steps into
our fantastic sport, often trading his en-
tire Sunday for only a few brief minutes
underwater as an anxious student ex-
pends their air in double quick time. Not
content with the generosity he already
displays as a branch instructor, James
also shoulders the critical responsibility
of branch equipment officer. James is the
absolute epitome of ‘giving something

back’. Without the selfless generosity of
volunteers like him the club system upon
which ScotSAC is founded would be much
the poorer.

Dorothy Kisielewski - Stirling Univ. Branch
Dot has been diving with Stirling Univer-
sity club since she was a student 14 or 15
years ago. She has progressed from trainee
to master diver to instructor. She happily
gives up her Friday nights and weekends
to look after our trainees all year round,
whatever the weather. She can always

be relied upon. She helps and supports
the club in any way she can and has just
been unanimously voted in as BDO by the
students. Dot is a grandmother and enjoys
spending time with her grandchildren,

yet that does not stop her from diving any
chance she gets. Her enjoyment and love
of diving is infectious; you are guaranteed
to have lots of laughs and a great time div-
ing with her.

Richard Stow, Carlisle Branch

As our longest serving member Richard’s
enthusiasm and unstinting support for the
club in good and not so good times has
been an example to us all.In his 45 years
of membership he has held just about
every post on the committee, some more
than once. Over the years he has acted

as mentor to numerous trainee Branch
Instructors, helping and guiding them

to become an asset to the branch and to
ScotSAC. Branch Diving Officers both past
and present gratefully acknowledge the
encouragement and support given to them
by Richard.

comments from award winners on P. 34
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The day after diving the Rainbow Warrior
in New Zealand, | heard that from now
on | will be accompanied by a Suunto D6
during my diving and a lovely fleece for
in between dives! Of course | am referring
to the ScotSAC Suunto Diver Award for
Volunteering that the committee of the Uni-
versity of Limerick Branch put me forward
for. | would like to emphasize that | see the
award as the recognition of the hard work
performed by past and present committees
of the University of Limerick branch and
indeed many of the other members. We are
proud that we have been able to grow and
have become a very active branch with high
standards. | would like to thank ScotSAC
and Suunto very much for honouring us
with this award!

Pepijn van de Ven

As one of the recipients of The Suunto

Dive Awards (D6 computer) | would like

to thank my fellow members of WLSAC

for nominating me for this award. They
themselves should receive an award for the
way it was kept a total secret from myself.
Any award is greatly accepted but one from
your fellow divers is especially appreciated.

1 would also like to thank John Sinclair of
Suunto UK for the D6 and for the outstand-
ing generosity and support they give to
SSAC. | would also like to thank the organ-
isers and helpers for a very well organised
and enjoyable conference.”

James Anthony

Thanks to Suunto and the members of the
board of ScotSAC for awarding me the Su-
unto Diver prize for 2009. | am absolutely
delighted, surprised, amazed and dumb-
founded. | really don’t know what to say. |
had no idea that | had been nominated, and
the parcel arrived today as a complete sur-
prise. It was like being a child at Christmas
all over again. You’ve put a bigger smile
on my face than anything else has done in a
long while.

Alasdair Reid

Thanks to the board members who elected
me as one of the lucky recipients of the
Suunto Award. | was delighted and
honoured to recieve it, and also extremely
surprised. | had no idea that i had even
been nominated - sly Carlisle Branch,
bless them! It is very gratifying when you
recieve such an award from the regulating
body backed by your local Branch.

Please also thank Sandy McPherson and
his team - the organisation was superb
and a very informative Conference.

Best wishes and safe diving.

Richard Stow

SERSER
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