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WANT TO ENTER THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF DIVING?

JOIN THE SCOTTISH SUB-AQUA CLUB AND ...

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT www.scotsac.com

Train to dive with a local club in a safe and friendly environment

Receive a copy of ScotSAC’s widely-praised Training Manual

Benefi t from insurance cover giving protection against third party liability

Enjoy the access that ScotSAC accreditation gives you to dive centres 
throughout the world

Develop your diving skills at one of the many courses run by ScotSAC

Get 6 copies of SCOTTISH DIVER magazine per year delivered to your home

Use the information services available at the ScotSAC website - 
www.scotsac.com and use our library service (books, magazines and videos)

Be a part of a great sport that lets you enjoy the magic of the underwater world

FOR A CONSERVATIVE organisa-
tion we have, over the last few years, 
taken radical decisions and made 
radical changes.  By the time you 
read this we will have moved into a 
new offi ce in Edinburgh with a new 
administrator Kate Jenkins - welcome 
to ScotSAC Kate.  And there is more 
in the pipeline with the National Div-
ing Council (NDC) hard at work on a 
review of the training.  

   However there are still members 
out there with a conservative streak.  
Mostly, though not exclusively, long 
standing members who have worked 
hard for their branches and ScotSAC, 
many continue to do so.  They often 
don’t see the need to change things, 
“It’s aye been” as they say in the Bor-
ders.  Branches too sometimes don’t 
see the need for change and think 
that ‘The Board’ are too detached 
and just like change for the sake of 
it.  Well ‘The Board’ are also members 
of Branches (surprise, surprise) and 
they do go diving and they do train 
people.  So they are not so detached 
from what we all do to promote safe 
diving.  
   I think it might help members to un-
derstand some of the recent changes 
if they were aware of the background. 
Tragically there was a fatality a few 
years ago which led to a Fatal Ac-
cident Inquiry being held in Oban. 
The Sheriff issued his determination 
late last year and in it there were 18 

recommendations mainly to do with 
try-dives but some covered training 
dives as well.  
   We should welcome this opportu-
nity to have our practices examined 
by someone who can look objectively 
and apply common sense to what 
we treat as normal because we have 
always done it that way.  Some of the 
recommendations have been accepted 
as made, some have been modifi ed 
to make them workable.  However it 
would be foolish to say the least to ig-
nore them.  Yes we know it will make 
life a little harder but we must also 
remember the Sheriff’s job is to try to 
prevent another fatality by looking at 
what went wrong and recommending 
measures to avoid it happening in the 
future.  I’m sure you will agree any-
thing that adds to the safety of divers 
and helps prevent accidents is worth 
a little extra effort.


