going overboard

THE SCOTTISH Government has

announced its intention to introduce a

Marine Bill for Scotland. You are

invited to respond to this consultation
by October 6, 2008. Rural Affairs and
Environment Cabinet Secretary Richard
Lochhead said the bill would deliver: a

simpler regulatory system for the

marine environment; more action on
marine nature conservation; a strategic
national approach; greater local control

over marine and coastal areas.

WANT TO ENTER THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF DIVING?
JOIN THE SCOTTISH SUB-AQUA CLUB AND ...

"There is now a greater aware-
ness than ever before of the
importance of sound management
of our marine environment and
promoting the sustainable use of
our coasts and seas.” Lofty aims,
let’s hope they can deliver.

The record of previous govern-
ments and their agencies is not
good. They have in the past
ignored their obligations to SAC’s
under the European Habitats
Directive by interpreting the rules
to suit their own ends. Let’s hope
an SNP-led Government will do
better.

It is important that as many
people as possible respond posi-
tively to the consultation. Let
them know that as divers we are
the ones who see the damage done
by unsustainable methods of
fishing. Diving is responsible for
putting millions of pounds into
local economies so it is crucial to
protect our fragile marine environ-
ment for future generations to
enjoy.

There are many ways to send in
your response so please lend your
support and help protect the seas
around our coast.

You can also book tickets to the
ScotSAC conference online this
year details of how will appear on
the website soon. Looks like a
good conference again this year.
Confirmed speakers are Martyn
Farr one of the world’s leading cave
divers and John Bantin of DIVER
magazine who will be telling us
how he got the best job in diving.
And Claire Peddie, chair of BSAC
will lead us through one of her
recent expeditions, at this point
we’re not sure if it will be
Ascention Island or Sulawesi, either
way it will be good.

There will be a photo competition
so if you're coming bring a print
plus we'll have the usual sideshows
from MCS etc. The venue is the
same as last year Oban High School
and the date, November 15.

Jack Morrison, Editor

Receive a copy of ScotSAC’s widely-praised Training Manual

Benefit from insurance cover giving protection against third party liability

Enjoy the access that ScotSAC accreditation gives you to dive centres through-

out the world

Develop your diving skills at one of the many courses run by ScotSAC

Get 6 copies of SCOTTISH DIVER magazine per year delivered to your home

Use the information services available at the ScotSAC website -

www.scotsac.com and use of our library service (books, magazines and videos)

Be part of a great sport that lets you enjoy the magic of the underwater world

TO FIND OUT MORE CALL 0141 425 1021 OR VISIT www.scotsac.com
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