Dear Member,
FEEDBACK FROM CLUBS REQUESTED.

Please see the press release below that was issued by the Central Council for Physical
Recreation (CCPR) last week. You will be familiar with some of the issues mentioned in the
release and SSA is working with CCPR and other partners to address these.

This information was as a result of a survey sent to all clubs on the Community Amateur
Sports Clubs (CASC's) website. 160 clubs responded, some of which may have been
Scottish Clubs.

This e-mail is to seek comment and information from sports clubs across Scotland, whether
they have CASC status or not, to get anecdotal evidence of how the recessions and financial
situation is affecting our clubs. The BBC Scotland’s Sports Weekly and Sports Monthly
programme are interested in this theme and | am keen to work with them to see if this is an
issue across Scottish Sport that might be highlighted through such media channels.

As an example, my own Athletics Club hold a local 10km Road race for which the Local
Authority kindly provide support in kind in the form of staff, providing barriers and cones, use
of the park pavilion and opening toilet facilities etc. Due to recent LA budget cuts in
supporting community events our Club is facing an additional bill in excess of £600 to stage
this event this year.

Please forward this e-mail to your clubs and members and ask if they can provide feedback
direct to me on the current situation for their club.

| am very keen to receive as many responses as possible, including those clubs that have
NOT seen any changes and are managing to carry on their excellent work.

Many thanks in advance and | look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards

Chris Robison
Policy Director
SSA - contact details below

Thousands of sports clubs could close

Around 6,000 community sports clubs could be forced to close in the next 12
months across the UK as a result of the recession according to a new survey.

The research released today by CCPR, an umbrella organisation for 290 national
governing and representative bodies of sport and recreation in the UK, revealed
that 60 per cent of clubs are suffering from reductions in the revenue they
manage to raise commercially. While around 40 per cent are seeing membership
subscription income and renewals fall.

In addition, the financial constraints are forcing almost half to reduce investment
in coaching, in Kit, facilities and community initiatives or to consider it. Staff and
opening hour reductions and cutbacks in the level of coaching and training offered
are also happening.

Brigid Simmonds OBE, CCPR chair, said: "The data shows that sports clubs are in
trouble. CCPR has been pushing the government to do more for clubs through our



'Subs for Clubs' campaign and by fighting off endless increases in regulation
which increase their costs. This survey shows that unless we act, thousands of
local sports clubs could go under. That would be a tragic shame for their
members and their communities.

"Even those which survive the recession are telling us that they are going to have
to make cutbacks. These clubs have to make ends meet and falls in subscriptions
will be met with reductions in coaching, in investment in kit and facilities, in
community programmes. There can be no doubt that cuts will set us back.

"The government needs sports clubs to introduce the 'five hour offer' for sport in
schools. They simply do not have the staff or commitment from schools without
involving local sports clubs.

"What we need now is a moratorium on any new regulations, laws and charges
affecting clubs. We are already fighting off liquor licensing fees, drainage charges
from multi-million pound water companies, a development tax and music license
fees.

"Sport needs all the support it can get but from the reception we get in some
government departments you would think we were selling cigarettes or fatty
foods, rather than sport. We know that clubs are likely to go to the wall as a
result of the recession. What we don't want is to compound that with any new
regulations which could push still more over the edge."
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