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Welcome to 

the Dahlia 

Mail  

Welcome to the first ever 
edition of óThe Dahlia Mailô, the 
newsletter of the St Abbs and 
Eyemouth Voluntary Marine 
Reserve (VMR). The VMR is 
supported and funded by the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
Newmanôs Own Foundation, 
The Crown Estate, The 
Robertson Trust and Scottish 
Natural Heritage whose support 
we are very grateful for.  
    This newsletter will keep you 
up to date with events in 
Scotlandôs first VMR. Every 
issue of the DM will feature a 
news section to give you an 
idea of what Iôve been getting 
up to since the last issue. The 
My VMR section will feature an 
article about some of the many 
people who live, work, enjoy 
and visit the VMR and what 
makes it a special place for 
them. In addition to this you can 
expect wildlife sightings, events 
and creature features to name 
just a few things ï quite a lot to 
fit into a small space! 
    I hope you find the DM 
interesting and enjoyable and if 
you would like to contribute to a 
future issue then please get in 
touch with me. 
 
Georgia Conolly, Marine 
Ranger 
Autumn/Winter 2011 

 

Local fishermanõs 

creels slashed  

 
There were several creels 
(lobster pots) slashed over the 
summer months, vandalism 
that was undoubtedly caused 
by divers. This reckless 
behaviour is dangerous and 
visitors are reminded that it is 
illegal to tamper with fishing 
gear of any sort.  
    Creel fishermen are going 
about their legitimate business 
when setting creels within the 
Reserve and the whole ethos of 
the VMR is to óconserve marine 
wildlife, raise awareness of the 
marine environment, and 
promote responsible recreation 
ï all alongside a sustainable 
fisheryô. Although the damage 
is the result of the actions of 
just a few individuals, it is 
putting a strain on the 
relationship between the local 
community and the diving 
community and threatens to 
damage the good contacts built 
up over many years. 

    Please help us to stamp out 
this totally unacceptable 
behaviour and prevent the 
actions of a few from spoiling 
the enjoyment of many. You 
can help by sticking to the VMR 
Code of Conduct and also 
reporting anyone you see that 
doesnôt to the Marine Ranger or 
the Harbour Master. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divers should not tamper with 
creels ï it is illegal and dangerous 

Photo by Neil Lilly 
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Dahlia anemone and brittlestars 

Photo by Ken Sullivan 



 

  

News from the Reserve  

 Volunteer news 
Itôs been another packed, full-on year with loads of 
exciting activities taking place and I couldnôt have 
managed to do them all without the help of a team of 
hardworking volunteers.  
    Lorna Hall was 2011ôs Voluntary Marine Ranger who 
worked at the Reserve from June to October for a total 
of 565 hours. She was a very capable and hardworking 
volunteer and you can find out more about Lornaôs 
summer in the óMy VMRô section of this newsletter 
where she talks about her experiences at the Reserve. 
    In addition to Lorna, another 180 people from the 
local community and farther afield volunteered 241 
hours of their time to help out at the VMR. The 
volunteers undertook a variety of tasks including 
underwater survey dives, rocky shore marine life 
surveys and beach cleans ï a massive thanks to all for 
your help! 
     
 

It wasnôt all hard work ï a student from the Scottish Agricultural 
College takes a break from a shore survey to relax in the sun. 

Photo by Georgia Conolly 

Scientific study group meeting 
Since it was founded in 1984, much work has been 
done over the years to survey and monitor the special 
marine wildlife of the Reserve and its surrounding 
waters. Work carried out by previous Rangers includes: 
studying dog whelk populations, sampling and 
identifying zooplankton and monitoring the extent of the 
kelp forest. On 6

th
 December we were joined by staff 

from the Dove Marine Laboratory, Heriot-Watt 
University, The Wildlife Information Centre, the 
Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast 
European Marine Site, the National Trust for Scotland 
and the Marine Conservation Society for the first 
meeting of the VMRôs Scientific Study Group. The aim 
of the group is to focus current and future monitoring the 
VMR carries out. The meeting was a huge success with 
lots of exciting ideas discussed and it was a great 
opportunity for different organisations to network and 
share information. New projects for 2012 were 
identified, including sea urchin surveys and mapping 
horse mussel beds.  
 

Marine litter 
Marine Litter is a hazard on beaches all around the UK. 
Not only is it unpleasant and dangerous to humans 
visiting the coast, it is also potentially lethal to marine 
wildlife. For that reason, the VMR carries out regular 
clean ups of the beaches in and around the Reserve 
and for the first time this year, an underwater dive site! 
In 2011 13 beach clean ups and 1 underwater clean up 
were carried out by the VMR and its volunteers. All the 
litter collected is recorded and the results are sent to the 
Marine Conservation Society who use the information to 
try and reduce the amount of marine litter in our oceans. 
 

Science Group Meeting attendees from L ï R: Heather Sugden 

(Big Sea Survey), Calum Duncan (Marine Conservation Society), 

Claire Carey (EMS), Dan Harries (Heriot-Watt University), Fiona 

Ware (National Museums Scotland), Graeme Wilson (The Wildlife 

Information Centre), Jane Delany (Dove Marine Laboratory), 

Lawson Wood (VMR), Georgia Conolly (VMR), Joanne Porter 

(Heriot-Watt University), Liza Cole, (National Trust for Scotland).  

 

Underwater clean up team. 

Photo by Mike Clark 
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Wildlife sightings  

 Cetaceans 

Itôs been a good year for cetaceans 
with numerous reports of harbour 
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), 
minke whale (Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata) and a few bottle-
nosed dolphins (Tursiops truncates).  
    In September I was lucky enough 
to be aboard MV Silver Sky with a 
group of divers from Seasearch 
North-East when a pod of 
approximately 12 Rissoôs dolphins 
(Grampus griseus) were spotted just 
a few hundred metres off St Abbôs 
Head. The dolphins were swimming 
back and forth all around the boat 
and stayed with us for a good 10 
minutes or so while we looked on not 
believing our luck at seeing these 
beautiful animals.  
    Rissoôs dolphins are relatively 
easy to identify in the field ï they 
have a very tall dorsal fin and a grey 
body which is often heavily scarred. 
The scarring is thought to be caused 
by the teeth of other Rissoôs 
dolphins.  
    A humpback whale (Megaptera 
novaeangliae) was released from 
ropes it was tangled in just 3 miles 
north west of St Abbôs Head in 
November. 
 

Sea snails 

A number of sea snails (Liparis spp.) 
were spotted on dives and low tide 
surveys over the summer. This 
unusually named species is in fact a 
fish and not a snail at all! It is often 
found clinging with its powerful pelvic 
sucker under shore boulders and to 
kelp fronds in the lowest rockpools 
and down to 30m. The sucker 
enables it to withstand strong waves 

and avoid predators.  

 

Rissoôs dolphins 
Photo by Peter GH Evans/Seawatch 
Foundation 

 

Minke whale 
Photo by Jack Laws 

 

Sea snail 
Photo by Georgia Conolly 

 

Spiny lobster 
Photo by Martyn Pratt 

 

American mink 
Photo by John Penrose 

 

Basking shark 

In August and September we 
received a few reports of basking 
sharks (Cetorhinus maximus) and on 
18

th
 September one was spotted on 

the surface near St Abbs Harbour, 
just off Seagull Rock.  
    There have been occasional 
records of basking sharks over the 
years at the VMR but they tend to 
have a more southern/western 
distribution and so are rare sights on 
the east coast of Britain.  
    This is the second largest fish in 
the ocean and they can reach 11m 
in length! Basking sharks feed on the 
surface with their mouths open wide, 
filtering out plankton from the 
seawater with their gill rakers.  
 

Other exciting 
sightings:  
In May and June the coastal waters 
off St Abbs and Eyemouth turned 
pink with jellyfish blooms. The 
blooms were mainly made up of the 
moon jellyfish (Aurelia aurelia). The 
reactor at Torness power station had 
to be shut down whilst the water inlet 
pipes were cleared and local fishing 
boats were drafted in to trawl away 
the rafts of jellyfish drifting towards 
the power station. 
 
Two divers and local boat skipper 
Paul OôCallaghan spotted a sunfish 
(Mola mola) close to Black Carrs. 
This species of fish feeds on jellyfish 
and can grow up to 4m in length and 
2 tonnes in weight! 
 
Martyn Pratt of North Yorkshire had 
a lucky encounter with a spiny 
lobster (Palinurus elephas) in June, 
also known as a crawfish or crayfish. 
Sightings of these crustaceans are 
very rare at St Abbs, with the main 
populations confined to western and 
southern coasts of Britain. We are 
really keen to hear about it if you 
spot a spiny lobster! 
 
John Penrose spotted an American 
mink (Neovision vision) exiting the 
water onto the rocks at St Abbs 
Harbour. The American mink was 
introduced to this country for fur 
farming and now due to escapees 
and deliberate releases this 
indiscriminate killer of birds, fish and 
other small mammals is thriving in 
the wild with no natural predators.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any exciting 

sightings to report, please 

contact the Marine Ranger 

using the details at the end 

of the Newsletter.  

Thank you! 


