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Scottish Shark Tagging
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Welcome to the December 2011 issue of thBelow is a short summargf the fish tagged under
SSACN Newsletteln this newsletter we will the SSTP between 2009 and ttiae of writing this
look at recent developments in efforts to"€WSleter
protect vulnerable shark, skate and ray
species in Scotland, the annual SSAC
Spurdog T_aga_thon and a range of stques W Ray
hope you find interesting and informative! oot
oot

hound /\
As another successf year comes to a close N

it is apparent just how far we have come
just seven years ago nobody was intereste
in the work of SSACN and no new researt
was on the horizon. Now, the value ol
{{!'/bQad 62NJ] A& H6AR
have already played an imgrtant role in the

haoi the fut f i Cﬁ total of 2430 fish were taggedoy anglersover a
shaping € flulure OF Se€a angiing angq..,q of justthree years. Almost 80% of this total

conserving marine biodiversity in Scotland. \yas made up from just three species: tope, common
skate aml spurdog.
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elasmobranchs have began and a majdihe rate of recapture varies significantly between

acoustic tagging project was initiated in theSPeciesas shown below:

Sound of Jura targeting populations ofl Common skate $0.3%%6

common skate.See below for more detailsT Tope =6.12%6
on these exciting projects! 1 Spurdog 8.5®% (5.4% in Loch Sunart and Etive)

1 Thornback Ray =45%

As always we are ver eager to hear from This data goes some way to suggestttk_:ammon
anglers and welcome any invoIvemenlSkate are relatiely static in some areas with the vast

. . . . majority of skate recaptures coming from the same
ranging from angling stories and pictures 19 eq where they were tagged

raising conservation issues that are relevant

BullHuss
Thornbac '
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rr

to sea angling in Scotland. Species such as tope are highly migratory and SSTP
fish tagged in Luce Bay in the Solway Firth have been
Enjoy! recaptured as far south as thBay of Biscay off

Portugal and as far north as Iceland!

ASummaryof OEA 334086 O 71 Thécommon skate acoustic tagging project ongoing
hyS AYLRNIFydG LI NG 27F {nghe foyng of Jygan(agjailed bglowy willdikely ggeve;
Shark Tagging Programme (SSTP) which aimd & 'Y SEOAUAY 3 02y Of daaAz2y
collect data on shark, ray and skate species {@99ing project around mainland Scotland though the
Scottish waters through tagging carried odlrogramme will aim to expand into new areaseo
voluntarily by recreational sea anglers. the coming years.
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Total Number of Tagged Sharks inthe SSTP the European Shark Action Plan, following changes to
database. Scottish shark finning policy introduced last year."

The order will cover 26 elasmobranch species

_' _:1,130 Total number of recaptures of tagged fish. including tope, common skate and spurdog which are
4 extremely popular target species for recreational sea
91 Number of Common Skate that have been ang|erS-

recaptured more than 3 times!

Recreational angling for these species will be

The high ber of f a singl . : S
9 P el i by permitted on a catcfandrelease basis (which is
already practised voluntarily by the majority of
LR Longest number of days at liberty between H H
SR, o cr - togged Skate in the SSTP anglers_ targeting these sp_emes) a_md aIIow_s
database! recreational sea anglers to continue tagging sharks in

order to help increase the Governments scientific
However it is important that tagging of other specidéhowledge of Scottish shark species in a on
continues in order to collect the invaluable data thatestructivemanner.
continues to help preserve both our native stocks of
elasmobranchs and recreational sea angling.

I Y2NB O2YLINBKSYyaagsS N
work and an analysis of data will be published in o
annual progress report expected in Easter 20A2.
short summary of our work and the tagging databas
is availablen Annex kt the end of this newsletter.
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In early 2012 the Scottish Government intends t . f

mtroduce a protection order that will help protectthe new protection order will protect Scottish sharks

a2YS 2F {020t yRQa Y2aldwn@dZionibgNkcifidal &d I alNling dokISoRukarS

species including topéshown above)common skate and

The protection order will extend the currentspurdogto continue on a catcfandrelease basisvhich is

provisions of the EU Conuon Fisheries Policy for thealreadywidely practisedby anglesin Scotland

conservation of elasmobranchs in Scottish waters. In

June, Fisheries Secretary Richard Loch stated that: The species covered by the order wheyeeviously
considered for inclusion under the Wildlife &

Gt N2GSOGAY 3 Gdz Yy SNI ot S Countrygirles Act whichSadg $pzgivespsotectipR 0 .

important. Some shark, skate and ray populations dt@tive species that are considered threatened.

critically endangeed and already protected from

commercial fishing. However, these species nddad the species mentioned above been included in

additional protection and so Scotland intends the Wildlife & Countryside Act it is very likely that

introduce a new protection order to help stoctecreational anglers would have been banned
recovery. indefinitely from targeting the species in question.

"The measures announced today will support, ad@anks to the hard work of SSACN and SSTP

clearly demonstrate, ur continued commitment to members andvolunteers the species were omitted
from the Act and instead will be incorporated in the

upcoming protection order due early 2012.
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This represents a major step forward in both thpouting and whiting were considerably less difficult

conservation of Scottishelasmobranchsand the to locate and kept the boat of 12 aspiring anglers

representation of recreatioal sea angling at abusy and entertained for most of the day! Two small

Government leveln Scotlandand for that we would spurdog eventually made an appearanalongside

like to thank everyone who has been involved! an undersized thornback ray, all of which were
caught by students on their first fishing trip.

Spurdog Tagathon 2011

Over the weekend of the 113" of November
anglers descended on Loch Sunart and Loch Etiv
the annual SSACN Sdag Tagathon. The weekend
was one of mixed weather and mixed fishing succes:

(K2dAK GKIG RARyQl aitz2l) So%% F
At times the spurdog were patchy and difficult %_ =

track down with some anglers reporting excellgn -

catcheswhile others struggled to find the fish.

Spurdog Tagathon 2011 at a glance: Above Willie Kennedy with a 10lb spimg (LochSunar.

1 62 Anglers Despite occasionally difficult conditions some good
20 Shore fishing spurdog were caught and tagged from both the boat and
1 19 Boats shore.

) iZTF'Sh nged q wred (Loch S . We were delighted to se@ur spurdog recaptures in
1 agge spgr og szl ey Sl Loch Sunart over the Tagathon weekendhree of

T Many undersizedish returned untagged the fish had previouslypeen caught and tagged by

Over the course of the weekend training cours
were coordinated and ran by the SSACN Educat
Lead and sea angling coach David McNair.

Id tagger, ®rdon Goldie and the fourth by
%fﬁtinum tagger, Dale Robertson. The fish were
caught by Gordon Goldie (1 year at liberty), Willie
Kennedy (3 years diberty), Billy Findlay (70 days at

On Friday, classroom sessions were held at tllj]t%erty) and Barry Sharpe (286 days at liberty).

Scottish  Asociation of Marine Science
Dunstaffnage to teach students aboutangling,
tagging and safely handling sharks. After the
sessions students were accompanied by m
experienced anglers to the shore for a few hours jof/S SO far?

fishing; unfortunately neither the fish nor theé 410 Spurdog tagged in Loch Sunart and Loch E
weather played ball and nothing was caught though22 recaptures = 5.4%)

everyone enjoyed the session!

a\tNe would like to thank everyone whioelped make

r§Nhat has spurdog tagging data shown

. _ 244 Spurdog tagged excluding Sunart and Etive
On Sunday, SAMS kindly donated boat time on th ecapture = 0.4%

8548t az /Fflydsa FT2NJ I RFeQa FTAAKAYy3 2y [ 20K
the spaces for which had been snapped up bYot only are recaptures more than 10 times mo

N S lochs but the fish are caught throughout the ye
Blustery conditions made fishingifiicult and yet | yhich goes some way to indicating they a
again the spurdog were hard to find. Shoals Ofesident stocks.
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the event a success and in particular to all the anglditsis data has provided a valuable insighto the
that attended. As we have said before, without yomovements, distribution and growth of these
there is noevent so your involvement is alwaysnajestic skate that are currently considered critically
greatly appreciated! endangered and declining as a result of overfishing.

We hope you all enjoyed the Tagathon and we loc
forward to seeing you at future events, the dates c
which are below:

Skate Tagathon
13-15" April 2012
Sound of Jura

Sharkatag
15-17" June D12
Solway

Spurdog Tagathon
2-4" November 2012
Loch Etive and Loch Sunart

For more detailed information on the Spurdo¢ ¢
Tagathon 2011 including excellent pieces by An :
Hibbert and David McNair check out the offigiaist Above The tagging team with a 174Ib female skate caught
event newsletterat: by Patrick Lawlorpictured on theright) aboard Onyer

http://ww.tagsharks.com/spurdodagathon2011- Marks with lan BurrettThe picture below shows the same
newsletter skate with the white data storage tag on her wing.

A Marine Scotland project began in October 2011 and
Acoustic Tagging of Common Skate in aims to build on existing data using sophisticated

electronic acoustic and data storage tag®lack
the Sound of Jura FO2dzAGA0 LIAYIASNI GF3Ia ki
In the past few months we have ran several storigg,is 5 unique coded signal that can be picked up by
regarding the excitingommon skate acoustic tagglngmy of the 10 hydrophone receivers distributed in the

project ongoing around Crinan in the Sound of JUWEdund of Jura. This data will be downloaded after one
on the west coast of Scotland. year and used to accurately map movements of the

Skate. It is extremely important that anglers DT
To date 1,873 common skate have been tagged IPemove the black acoustic pinger tags!

Scottish waters byolunteers with many recaptures.
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White dat@ storage tags continuously record a randgag their skate and congratulate the anglers who
of parameters including water depth andanded their first skate or PB on the trip!
temperature. These clearly labelled tags should be
removed by anglers who recapture the skate arfebr more information and regular updates on this
returned to Francis Neat at Mar Lab Aberdeen, fproject check outvww.tagsharks.com
which the captor will reeive a £100 rewardlt is
hoped that this data will help reveal some of the )
driving forces behind common skate movements. New Ventures for Skate Tagging

It is likely that the completion of the above acoustic

= tagging projectin the Sound of Jura will serve as a
G’FTHETAG|SBLAO<, O2y Ofdzarz2zy G2 GKS {{¢t Q:
PUT IT BAG(I |6 project around mainland Scotland.

The project has run for a many years with much
effort focused around the Sound of Jura, Sound of
Mull and Firth of Lorne and has provided invaluable
data. However we are very conscious of the hazards
2F O2ftfSOGAY3a RIFGF F2NJ RI

As such we feel #hfuture of common skate tagging
projects in Scotland will be based on expanding our
horizons and ensuring tagging effort in Scotland is
spread over as wide an area as possible. One arm of
the project that is likely to be developed in the future

Is that ofthe Western Isles and Outer Hebrides.

This image shows the data storage tags used by Mariflae Outer Hebrides have produced many notable fish
Scotland in the Sound of Jura. Whilleta storage tags in recent years (the current Scottish shore record for
should be returned to F. Neat Mar Lab Aberdeerblack common skate was set in the Isle of Lewis) with
pinger tags should be left on the fish! several 200lb+ fish and two recaptures of tagged fish

) ) , over thelast few years...all from the shore!
It is hoped that these tags will help provide a more

detailed insight into the movements of a complex
species and that the data will showGbmmon Skate
reside in the Sound all year long of if they move out
of the area to migrate offshore at any point.

Despite a relatively slow start to fishing in Octolger

with the team only tagging seven fish over the first http://mww.facebook.com/pages/Scottisishark

week of tagging; the taggers wee able to return to TaggineProgramme/345375996487
try again several weeks later. During the second trip

13 more common skate were tagged bringing the
total up to 20 tagged skate.

Loch Etive Acoustic Tagging
SSACN and the Marine Scotland tagging team wollghgng evidence from anglers has long suggested
like to thank all the anglers who allowed the team tthat Loch Etiveon the west coast of Scotlanchay
hold a resident population of spurdo@ species
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